
Inqpirhg minds want to know: 
Is Department of Energy playing it straiyht C at  radiation site? 
By Mary W o z n l a k  
.5/ll,f I(// 111 I l ~ f ~  / , , I  Ill1 

T h e  qucst io~i  is, is the Ikpa r t -  
ment of Enrrgy on the level? 

Inquiring minds wall1 to know. 
Timot l~y llenderson, president of 

Ilesidc~nts Organized for the Lewis- 
ton- l 'or tcr  E n v i r o n n ~ r n t .  claims 
that hack in 1983 t11(% rtlc.1 gy depart- 
n ~ c n t  quictly issued Order 5820. 
whicll reclassifird the radioactive 
wastes at the  Niagara Falls Storage 
Site in the  Town of l.ewiston a s  low 
level, thus enabling them to be land- 
filled. 

That isn't t rue ,  a spokesman for 
the energy department says. 

I I Pletcher Road I 
What: Informal 'availabilily session" w~th  the 

Department of Energy. 
W h e n :  4 to 7 p.m. today. 

Where: At the Niagara Falls Storage Site. 
L n u ~ ~ t o n  lbrlcr Echo 

10CI:Rfil tlocs allow k ~ r  t11(, 1;111d 
disposal of byproduct I I ~ ; I ~ L ~ I ~ ; I ~ .  1 1 ~ 1  

s;~id. 
" I t  d o e s  inclut lc  bypro t luc t  

niaterinl but tbxclutles 1)yl)rodtict 
111;1tcri:ll that is I I ~ : I I I ~ N I I I  and I l~o r i t l t~~  
tailings." Ra~rcll said. 

'fhe prohlcm is tIi:~t the  1rrani111l1 
tailings, or byproduct matcri;ll. bur- 
icd at the I.ewisto~i sit(*, a r c  IIO: !lo- 
n~cst ic  tailings hut coliitr  fro^^^ 1111. 

Delgian Congo. Iiir-k s;~itl. And : I I C  
r ad ium c o n t e n t  of t h e  Nt,lgi;~n 
Cr~ngo tailings - w l ~ i c l ~ t l ~ e  I1.S. ct\-  
e r g y  departnlc.nt a s s u r ~ ~ c d  oiv11- 
ers l~ip  of in 1983 in a $8 n~illioi~ c ; ~ s l ~  
and dil)lolnatic deal with r2fri111c.t-111- 11o\~i11:1tt~cl ;IT (%:I tj1.1t \vtt Iivt- i11." asked the academy to  review its IOCFKBI. T l ~ t ?  rerulation snecif- .. . 

T h e  e n e r g y  d e p a r t m e n t  n o w  ~ l a n f o r t l l e s i t e .  - ically cxc ludcs  ur&irrtn/tl~c;rium 
wants t o  put a final cap, or an extra The  purpose of the academy re- w a s t ~ s  and t;~ilings. which a re  by- 
4 feet of clay plus a layer of stone, view has 1101 been made clear. pr0duc.t~ of tlic processing of urani- 
on top of the  clay cap covering the Some officials say the academy will um ore ,  from the low-level waste 
radioactive waste and residue s o  it only review the tccl~nical data sup- category. IIC wrote. 
can be left there  for 200 to  1.000 porting the energy department's ~ ( ~ ~ ~ ~ l d  E. ~ i ~ k ,  tile 
years. ROLE opposes the plan. decision to  put a final cap on tile dep;lrtlnent's nlnnaRer for the 

S o  do  the  fedrral Environmental site. Lewiston silt., s;titl I;~st \ r ~ k  t l~at  
Prott~ction Agency, the s ta te  De- Another said the academy will Order 5820 dealt wit11 how to 1n;lli- 

artment of Ilealth and the state give a "risk assessment" of the agc wastes and "inrlutlcd low-lrvcl 
Lep  artmtxnt of Environmrntal Con- plan. wastes a s  fiir a s  byprodr~ct n l a t r ~  i- 
servation. l'liey say the current One offici;~l said that if the acade- at." 
standard in use at the site t o  contain my dccidrs the plan for a final cap is ~ h ,  nl;,tcrinl at ~i~~~~~ ~ : ~ ~ l l ~  
the high-level radioactive residues not safe for the surrounding envi- storage s i t e  ull;ls nevc,r bflc.rl Clas- 
is not good enough. The only an- ronrncnt and people, then tlie de- sified as anytllillR but byl,rfldurt 
swer. they say, is removinfi the res- partmet~t will I~avc to go back and material,w ~ i , . k  ~ ( ~ , ~ , ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~  
idues to a high-level radioactive reuirw it. 
waste repository, when one is built. La1:alcc s a i d  in  a p r c p ; i r e d  

The  255,000 cubic yards of radio- ~~~~~~~~~~rlt Illat the ac;ldenly will 
active material is from the  Manhat- ~ i v r  an opinion on the  "validity" of 
tan Project, which created the first the department's plan for a pro- 
atoniic bomb. T h e  Lewiston site is poscsd pc - rn~a~~en t  cap. 
about 10 miles from the  City of Ni- The  pc.ople on tile pallel from the 
agara Falls. on Pletcher Road near acadc~ny. whose names have not 
Lutts Road. T h e  cnerky depart- yet heen rc.lc:lr;c*tl, a r e  cspcbcted to  
client will hold an "availability ses- tour the site M;iy 2-3. 
sion." which it likrns t o  an open In his letter to O'Leary. 1.aFalce 
house. not a public hearing, a t  the  also asked that the energy dcpnrt- 
site f rom4  to 7 p.m. today. men1 xddress the issues raised by 

llendcrson's allegation about the llenderson in his opinion piece. 
reclassification of waste was con- The allegation isn't new. Hen- 
tained in a guest editorial published derson got his inforniation from 
by the  Niagara Gazette in Feb- J ames  Kauch. an Arnlierst pl1;11-nin- 
ruary. Congressman John J. La- c i s t ,  e n v i r o n n ~ e n t a l  ac t iv is t  and 
Falce sent  a copy of it t o  Energy memher of thes ierra  Clr~h-Niagara. 
Secretary ffazel O'Leary in mid- who himself had made the salne al- 
March. along with a letter asking legation in a 1984 letter t o  the  edi- 
that the  department review its deci- tor published in The Buffalo News. 
sion for final disposition of the Rauch also opposes the  proposc8d 
waste. final cap. 

In the  meantime, t h r  e n c r w  de- Rauch wrote that the energy de- 
partment had contacted tlie Nation- partnient's action to reclassify the 
a l  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s ,  a n  wasteisagair~staNuclrarRc~~lato-  
independent p o u p  of c.xpcrts, and ry Comn~ission r r ~ l a t i o n  labeled 
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